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Thanksgiving a cornucopia of success for local wineries

Bingen, WA—

From three local wineries pouring in Hood River, to live music adding to life in local tasting rooms, to the annual Swine and wine, Thanksgiving weekend was a great success for local wineries.

Wineries had many local visitors as well as wine tasters who wanted a change from the usual weekend of tasting in the Willamette Valley.

“Thanksgiving Weekend was a great success for us.  We were up 100% over the same weekend 2003.  We seem to have seen a lot of visitors who usually travel to the Willammette Valley and liked the idea of less traffic and smaller crowds,” said Joel Goodwillie of Wind River Cellars in Husum.
Echoing Goodwillie, Eric Nisley, of Dry Hollow Vineyards, who had a joint tasting in a historic barn in The Dalles with Erin Glenn Vineyards, said,  “We had visitors from California who told us we were sitting on a treasure and loved the wines.  Visitors from Portland told us how nice it was to get out of the crowded Willamette Valley and were very excited about Gorge wines.  We also had many locals who were excited to support our new venture and were very encouraging.” 
Three new wineries who do not have their own tasting rooms yet, got together to show off their goods at the Hood River Hotel. 
"The support for Gorge wineries continues to grow. We had a great two days at the Hood River Hotel serving nice wines complimented by tasty food and appealing music. The crowd was a mixture of friendly local faces and appreciative visitors from almost everywhere. Our partnership of The Pines, Phelps Creek and us, Mt Hood Winery, was a good collaboration that worked well and we hope to repeat, “said Christie Reed of the new Mt. Hood Winery in Hood River.
To the east, Maryhill Winery hosted their Holiday Extravaganza.  Linda Derickson, Marketer for Maryhill, said their visitation was up 50% and 40% of their customers where first-timers.  

“It was not uncommon to hear a customer say ‘there's not a wine I tasted that I didn't like,’” said Derickson.
Thanks to local and regional support, Columbia Gorge Wines continue to gain recognition and regard.  For events at wineries over the Holiday Season, visit www.columbiagorgewine.com.
The Columbia Gorge Winegrowers Association is a three year old nonprofit group of local wineries and grapegrowers.  In July, 2004, the Columbia Gorge became a federally-recognized winegrape-growing region, increasing the recognition of the wines produced in this area. Together, the 40 members of the association promote the grapes and wines of the Columbia Gorge.  
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