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Winegrowers open for business!
Bingen, WA—

Need information about local wineries?  Have a question about vineyards in the area?  We’re open!
The Columbia Gorge Winegrowers Association has hired a parttime staff person.  Kate Dugan, an Americorps volunteer with the University of Oregon’s Resources Assistance for Rural Environments (RARE), officially begin with the Winegrowers October 1st.  Dugan’s role includes coordinating cooperative advertising efforts, organizing Gorge-wide wine events and promoting the wines of the Gorge.  

Dugan will work out of an office above the Bad Seed Ciderhouse in Bingen.  Hours are Mondays, 8:30-5pm and Wednesdays 8:30-12:30.  The office space will become a clearinghouse for information about Gorge wines and vineyards.  The public is welcome to come by and learn more about Columbia Gorge wines.  
“We are excited to have a staff person who has the time to put action all the great ideas the members of the Association have for promoting the new Columbia Gorge Appellation,” said President Kris Goodwillie.

Feel free to give us a call at (509) 493-8655 or check out our new website at www.columbiagorgewine.com
Kate is starting her second year as a RARE volunteer.  She will split her time between the Mid-Columbia Economic Development District and the Columbia Gorge Winegrowers.  Her position is made possible Klickitat Economic Development, Mid-Columbia Economic Development District, and the proceeds from the Gorge Wine Celebration last August.  The RARE program is the community action arm of the University of Oregon.  The mission of the program is to increase the capacity of rural communities to improve their economic, social, and environmental conditions, through the assistance of trained graduate-level participants who live and work in communities for 11 months.
The Columbia Gorge Winegrowers Association is a three year old nonprofit group of local wineries and grapegrowers.  In July, 2004, the Columbia Gorge became a federally-recognized winegrape-growing region, increasing the recognition of the wines produced in this area. Together, the 40 members of the association promote the grapes and wines of the Columbia Gorge.  
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