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Warm up with a Glass:  February at Gorge wineries

It’s grey and cold, it’s Valentine’s Day, it’s the long President’s Day weekend.  Gorge wineries have new releases and Valentine’s celebrations to fill both your glass and your appetite for a good time.
Kick off your Valentine’s Celebration with a stop at the Hood River Hotel on Saturday or Sunday afternoon.  “Wine Lover’s Weekend,” complete with six local wineries in one spot, is sure to please.  Taste Phelps Creek Vineyard’s Pinot Noir and Mt. Hood Winery’s Pinot Gris.  You won’t be disappointed by Erin Glenn Vineyards’ award-winning wines and you’re sure to enjoy Dry Hollow Vineyard’s luscious reds .  Cathedral Ridge Winery will be pouring both reds and whites and you won’t want to miss The Pines’ Zinfandel.  Most of these wineries do not have regular tasting room hours, so this is a rare chance to taste their wines!
South on Tucker Road, Pheasant Valley Vineyard and Winery’s Red Wine & Chocolates weekend includes a rich combination of our exquisite red wines and delicious chocolates.  
Across the river, Syncline Wine Cellars in Bingen promises to please any chocolate-lover with a collection of boutique chocalatiers from around the globe.  They are sure to be a complement to the release of their 2003 Milbrandt Vineyards Syrah.

Cruise up Highway 141 to Wind River Cellars’ Red Wine and Chocolates over Valentines, but make sure you come back for your three day President’s Day Weekend for their release of their 2003 Tempranillo, their 2003 Syrah and a Lemberger.  
Back in Bingen, swing into Bad Seed Cider House for a bottle of cider before heading east to Marshal’s Winery.  Ron will be happy to pour you’re a newly released Lemberger and 2002 Merlot. 

While you’re out, swing by Cascade Cliff’s Spring Wine Release party all day February 12th and 13th.  Bob and Dennise promise plenty of good food and music, compete with barrel tastings.  Just a few more miles east, Maryhill Winery will be hosting their fourth annual Valentine’s Weekend Party—taste exquisite chocolates and get a sneak peak at their latest releases with piano music by Sandee Marshall on Saturday.  
Round out your weekends with a stop by Waving Tree Winery.  They will be happy to pour you a glass of their Spring Release of Sangiovese, Grenache and Estate Syrah.

For details on hours and locations, visit www.columbiagorgewine.com/february or call 509.493.8633.  Happy tasting!

The Columbia Gorge Winegrowers Association is a three year old nonprofit group of local wineries and grapegrowers.  In July, 2004, the Columbia Gorge became a federally-recognized winegrape-growing region, increasing the recognition of the wines produced in this area. Together, the 40 members of the association promote the grapes and wines of the Columbia Gorge.  
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