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Gorge Wineries Sweep Portland Spring Beer & Wine Festifal
March 31st, 2005

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Three local wineries, all members of the Columbia Gorge Winegrowers Association, brought home several awards from the Portland Spring Beer and Wine Festival held March 25th and 26th at the Portland Convention Center.

“We certainly made a statement about the wines being produced in the Gorge,” said Maryhill Winery’s Linda Derickson.  “And we’re all very proud to be associated with one another.”

Several dozen wines from Oregon and Washington were entered and judged by wine professionals.  Six of the ten awards given were awarded to the Gorge wineries, including the Best of Show Award which went to Maryhill’s 2002 Zinfandel.  Maryhill also received silver medals on their 2002 Sauvignon Blanc and 2002 Sangiovese.  Also receiving awards were Cathedral Ridge Winery of Hood River for their 2002 Syrah and Wind River Cellars of Bingen for their 2003 Pinot Gris and 2002 Chardonnay.

“This just adds to the momentum of the wine industry here in the Gorge,” says Wind River Cellars owner and winemaker, Joel Goodwillie.  “Our organization is making a  huge impact  on the sales, marketing, production and quality of Columbia Gorge wines.  Competition results like this prove it.”

These award-winning wines are available at each respective winery’s tasting room.

Walking Man Brewery of Stevenson also represented the Gorge well, winning 1st and 2nd place in the People’s choice awards for its “Somnambulator” and “Knuckle Dragger”.  These beers are available at the brewery’s pub in Stevenson.
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