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For Immediate Release

Contact: Autumn Woods, Columbia Gorge Winegrowers
info@columbiagorgewine.com

1-866-413-9463
Gorge Wine Celebration to Benefit Hospice of the Gorge: 
Sponsors Step Forward; Tickets Available
Fifth Annual Event to be held August 16, 2008

July 17, 2008 - Hood River, Oregon – The Gorge Wine Celebration is back for its fifth year and its second year in a successful partnership with Hospice of the Gorge. The date for the gala event is Saturday, August 16th and it will be held at Divots (Indian Creek Golf Course, 3605 Brookside Drive) in Hood River, Oregon.
In support of the event, Windermere Real Estate agents Suzanne Maurer and Charmaine McCafferty, in partnership with the Hood River branch of Columbia River Bank, have signed on as reserve sponsors. 

“We have had first hand experience with Hospice of The Gorge taking care of a family member,” says McCafferty.  “A hospice nurse came to the home on a daily basis and cared for my grandmother. We felt Hospice of The Gorge was very respectful, knowledgeable and supportive of her needs as well as ours. We have been hospice supporters for several years and we continue to support the organization for their continued dedication and caring for any individual no matter what their illness may be.”

Other community partners have also stepped forward to support the event. Northwest Farm Credit Services are generously underwriting the glassware for the event, while BCI Group, Inc., Columbia River Insurance, CenterPointe Community Bank, Providence Home Services and Sheppard’s Inc. have graciously sponsored tables. 

Columbia Gorge Winegrowers Association coordinator Autumn Woods  said that the 2007 event was the most successful to date, raising over $10,000 for Hospice of the Gorge.  “Not only were we able to promote the best wines of our region, we were also able to help our community through the work of Hospice of the Gorge, the oldest and largest non-profit hospice in our region.”
Hospice of The Gorge was chosen as the beneficiary for the event because of their long-term contributions to the Gorge and their community-minded spirit. Plus, their service area overlaps with that of the Columbia Gorge Appellation grape- growing region. “There’s no other organization in the Mid Columbia region that has done so much for so many people … and who have put caring for people above everything else,” says Woods. 

Hospice of The Gorge pioneered hospice care in the early ‘80s, and has been helping people with end-of-life needs and related challenges ever since.  It started out as a grass roots, all-volunteer organization, and today serves eight Mid Columbia counties in both Oregon and Washington.  

Gretchen Hagen, Executive Director for Hospice of The Gorge, says that community partnerships are essential to their ability to care for patients. “In all the years of our existence, we have never denied care to anyone due to financial reasons. We’ve been able to do this only because we’ve had terrific support from friends in the communities we serve … friends like the Columbia Gorge Wine Growers Association. We are sincerely grateful for their support.”
Additional sponsors are still being sought.  “Our goal is to maximize the return for Hospice by asking the community to help underwrite the costs,” explains event coordinator Autumn Woods. “It’s a great way for a business to show their support for Hospice of the Gorge while also having a fun and festive evening.”

Tickets are currently on sale for the 2008 Gorge Wine Celebration at the Columbia Gorge Winery Tasting Rooms and at the Hospice of The Gorge office in Hood River. Individual tickets are $50 which includes wine tasting, live music and a delicious “small plate” buffet menu designed by Divot’s chef Xani Orton to pair with wine. 
The highlight of the evening is the spirited live auction featuring one of a kind auction packages from local wineries and businesses in the community. Auctioneer Marcus Morgan of Morgan Auctioneers will be on hand to facilitate the action Tickets are also available at Waucoma Books, The Wine Sellers and The Gorge White House in Hood River, Collage of The Gorge in White Salmon, and Klindt’s Books in The Dalles.

For more information about purchasing tickets or VIP tables, please contact Autumn Woods with the Columbia Gorge Winegrowers, 866.413.WINE (9463) or Susan Frost at Hospice of The Gorge, 541-387-6449. Additional information is also available at www.columbiagorgewine.com. 

# # # 

Columbia Gorge Winegrowers Association is a nonprofit trade association of local wineries, grape-growers and wine-related businesses that incorporated in 2000 to promote the grapes and wines of the Columbia Gorge region. The group is currently comprised of over 60 members from both Oregon and Washington. For more information visit www.columbiagorgewine.com.
Hospice of the Gorge is a team of health care professionals dedicated to bringing help and hope to people suffering from the changes in life that matter most. It is a non-profit organization that has been helping people with end-of-life needs and related challenges since 1981. The oldest and largest hospice in the region, Hospice of The Gorges serves eight mid-Columbia counties, including Hood River, Wasco, Sherman, Gilliam, Morrow, Wheeler, Skamania and Klickitat. Please go to http://www.hospiceofthegorge.org for more information.

